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Abstract

This study investigates representations of cultural symbolism in contemporary Iraqi
sculpture (1960Ad—1983Ad), examining how folkloric and cultural symbols are embedded in
sculptural practice and how they operate as aesthetic and semantic systems. Grounded in a
descriptive-analytical methodology,The theoretical framework surveys cultural-symbolic
discourse in Iraqi art and the emergence and development of contemporary Iraqi sculpture.
Findings indicate that symbolic production in Iraqi sculpture evolved through historical
phases, producing works that variably reflect semantic symbolism, identity retrieval, and
popular-environment elements. The human figure—especially the male body—emerges as
the principal locus of symbolic expression, shaping the artworks’ discursive intents and
amplifying their expressive and semiotic functions. Symbolic representations are shown to
stem from objective portrayals of prevailing social realities, distinguished from other
contemporary movements by their heterogeneous materials and techniques and by an
attendant focus on individual identity. The study concludes that subject-matter drawn from
modern Iraqi socio-historical contexts constitutes a primary source of sculptural motifs, and
that the deliberate selection and articulation of symbols confer integrated, non-arbitrary
meanings within contemporary Iraqi sculpture. Recommendations for further research and
implications for curatorial and material choices in sculptural practice are provide

keywords: Representations-Symbols- Cultural Contemporary Iraqi sculpture.
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