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Employing traditional Kurdish melodies in writing contemporary string
orchestral works
A Breeze from the Homeland for Students” as a model*

Dr. Abdullah Jamal Ashraf
Music Department, College of Fine Arts, University of Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region of Iraq
abdullah.ashraf@univsul.edu.iq E-mail address:

Abstract

This experimental field study aims to address existing gaps in the concert programming of
orchestral ensembles in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq specifically. It also seeks to remedy
shortcomings in the curricula for teaching ensemble performance in the music departments
of colleges of fine arts. The study presents a scholarly model that may serve as a reference
for contemporary lIragi Kurdish musical compositions—benefiting musicians, composers,
and researchers alike in the field of modern music composition in Iraq. The researcher
completed the composition A Breeze from the Homeland over a span of three years. The
total performance time of the piece is approximately six minutes. It consists of three
movements, each with its own distinct form, and each of which may be performed
independently, regardless of their sequence in the original score. In terms of musical
composition, the researcher incorporated elements of traditional Kurdish music and the
piece was composed with fourth-year students in mind, targeting the proficiency typically
found in music departments within Iragi colleges. The methodological framework, it is
structured into four chapters: Chapter One introduces the research problem, the significance
and necessity of the research, the objectives, the limitations, and definitions of key terms.
Chapter Two presents the theoretical framework. Chapter Three details the research
procedures and provides an analysis of the traditional melodies employed in the piece.
Chapter Four discusses the findings of the study and offers recommendations based on the
results. The study concludes with a list of sources and references
Keywords: String Orchestra, contemporary music composition, Popular Music, polyphony,

twentieth-century tonality
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