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The Aesthetics of Movement in Shaping Contemporary
Theatrical Performance Discourse
(Caligula as a Model)

Research Abstract

This research seeks to study "Movement Aesthetically" as a phenomenon that transcends
its simple material dimension, aiming to uncover its profound philosophical and aesthetic
dimensions and its pivotal role in human expression, particularly within the theatrical space.
The researcher begins with a theoretical grounding of movement as a mirror of thought, a
vessel for culture and history, and a language capable of embodying complex aesthetic and
intellectual visions, reviewing the perspectives of prominent philosophers and directors.
Subsequently, the researcher transitions to an applied analysis of observations from a
purposefully selected theatrical performance ("Caligula"). This analysis reveals how
movement was employed in innovative ways (such as rigor, alienation, varied rhythm, and
stylization) to become the central tool in constructing meaning, embodying existential
conflicts, analyzing power relations, and presenting a comprehensive directorial vision that
transcends the spoken word.
Movement is not merely physical displacement but an expression of human thought, historical
and cultural consciousness, will to power, intuition, and poetic imagination. In theatre,
movement transcends its purely utilitarian function to become an essential language, an
effective directorial tool, and an avenue for understanding the visions of major figures such
as Hegel, Spinoza, Nietzsche, Bergson, Bachelard, Grotowski, Wilson, and Kantor.
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First: Dictionaries and Lexicons

} -(Abi Bakr Abd al-Qadir), Muhammad. Mukhtar al-Sihah (The Choice of Dictionary).
Kuwait: Al-Risalah Publishing House, 1983.

Y -(Pavis), Patrice. Dictionary of the Theatre. Translation: Michel F. Khattar. Lebanon:
Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2015.

¥ -(Saliba), Jamil. The Philosophical Dictionary. Voll. 1st ed. Qom: Dhawi al-Qurba
Publications, 1385

Second: Books

V-(Elam), Keir. The Semiotics of Theatre and Drama. Translation: Raif Karam. Syria:
Ministry of Culture, The Arab Cultural Center, 1992.

Y -(Portnoy), Julius. The Philosopher and the Art of Music. Translation: Fouad Zakaria.
United Kingdom: Hindawi Foundation, 2017.

Y- (Jimenez), Marc. What is Aesthetics?. Translation: Charbel Dagher. Beirut: Arab
Organization for Translation, 2009.

¢-(Durant), Will. The Story of Philosophy. 4th ed. Translation: Fathallah Muhammad.
Beirut: Library of Knowledge, 1998.

°© -(Rabouh), Bachir. The Critical Questioning of the Concept of Metaphysics in the
Space of Language according to Martin Heidegger. 1st ed. Qatar: Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies, 2020.

1-(Stolnitz), Jerome. Art Criticism: An Aesthetic Philosophical Study. Translation:
Fouad Zakaria United Kingdom: Hindawi Foundation, 2017.

V-(Abdul Majeed), Hazem. Aesthetic Approaches to Directing Trends in Shaping the
Theatrical Performance. Iraq: House of Arts and Literature, 2016.

A -(Abboud), Abdul Karim. Movement Between Theoretical Significations and Applied
Vision. Lebanon: Difaf Publications, 2014.

1-(Ghazwan), Inad. The Critical and Aesthetic Analysis of Literature. Baghdad: Arab
Horizons House for Press and Publishing, 1985.

V +-(Kantor),Tadeusz. Nihad. The Theatre of Death. Translation: Nihad Saliba. Cairo:
Academy of Arts, 1995.

(Karam), Youssef. History of Modern Philosophy. United Kingdom: Hindawi
Foundation, 2012.

(Grotowski), Jerzy. Towards a Poor Theatre. Translation: Samir Sarhan . Sharjah:
Department of Culture and Information, 1999.

VY-Bachelard(Gaston), The Philosophy of No ,1st ed ,Translation: Khalil Ahmad Khalil
( Beirut: Modernity House for Printing and Publishing 2009)

VY-Bell(Clive), Art, Translation: Adel Mustafa, 1st ed(Cairo: Vision House, 2013).
\¥-Jowdi(Muhammad Hussein), Introduction to Aesthetics , 1st ed( Amman: Al-Safa
House for Printing, Publishing and Distribution ,1997).
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Y £-Greene(Robert), The Daily Laws, 2nd ed , Translation: Ibrahim Muhammad al-
Maliki(Rabat: National Library,2022).

VY o-Al-Kabbas(Abdessamad), The Body and the Anthropology of Excess (Cairo: Vision
House for Publishing, Distribution and Printing 2021).

V1-Lehmann(Hans-Thies), Postdramatic Theatre, Translation: Marwa Mahdi Ubaydo(
Cairo: National Center for Translation, 2018)

VY-Matar(Amira Helmy), Philosophy of Beauty (Cairo: Ministry of Culture and
National Guidance ,The Egyptian General Foundation for Authorship, Translation,
Printing and Publishing1962).

Y A-Mufarrij(Youssef) , New Paradoxes in the Third Millennium Theatre ,1st ed,(Iraq:
House of Arts and Literature 2023).

V4-Duvignaud(Jean), Sociology of the Theatre,Voll, Translation: Kamal El-Din
Eid(Cairo: Ministry of Culture Cairo International Experimental Theatre Festival ,
Printing Presses of the Supreme Council of Antiquities 2005
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